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PECFN NEWSLETTER
March     2016

Why not enjoy nature more?   Join a PECFN spring outing

Blandings turtle  photo by Ian Dickinson

photo by D. Bree

spring beauty photo by Terry Sprague
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PECFN speaker  Sue Banks     

March 29 Bloomfield town hall 7pm

Some beautiful and valuable plants blossom 
every spring in the County’s woods.  Sue will 
tell us what we should be looking for, and 
where, and also about the medicinal and other 
uses of these flowers.  An educator for much of 
her working life, she is also a keen gardener, 
naturalist and amateur photographer, a member 
of and volunteer for the North American Native 
Plant Society, and a designer and creator of 
native plant gardens.
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photo Sydney Smith

mailto:peptbo.peter@gmail.com
mailto:peptbo.peter@gmail.com
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Another exciting 
fun-filled PECFN 
fund raiser
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 Quinte Field Naturalists 
 FUNDRAISING 

DINNER 
April 25, 6 p.m. 

Featuring 
Steve Burrows 

Award Winning Author of the 
Birder Murder Mysteries 

Past recipient of a ‘Nature Writer of the Year’ award from the BBC’s 
Wildlife magazine, former editor of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society 
Magazine, contributing field editor for Asian Geographic, Steve Burrows 

has now turned his passion for Nature into an award-winning mystery 
series. In his presentation, Steve will look at how the concept of weaving 
environmental themes into a crime story morphed into his Birder Murder 
Mystery series. He will also discuss his evolution from a career in writing 
non-fiction, to his current direction in writing fiction and the impact he 
hopes the messages in his books will have on a new audience of non-

birders. 
St. Mark’s United Church - 237 Cannifton Road North, Cannifton 

Buffet Dinner (Including Vegetarian Options) - $28 per person 
Call Doug Newfield for tickets: 613-477-3066  

Type to enter text

Quinte Field Naturalists in Belleville
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Nashville Warbler/
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Black throated green warbler 

 photo by   Brian Dure# 
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Spring Birding Festival

http://www.peptbo.ca
http://www.peptbo.ca
http://www.peptbo.ca
http://www.peptbo.ca
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May 1-21

In celebration of the centenary of International Migratory Bird Day on May 14

Here are the Rules:

1. Subject: A bird photo of a migratory bird taken within the last 24
months in Prince Edward County.

2. Format: 5x7, B&W or colour, unframed. Put name, address, phone, plus
when and where photo was taken on back of photo. Limit of two photos
per person.

3. Submission: Drop off at 28 Low St., Picton from May 1 until noon on Saturday, May 
21. Photos will be posted in the window at 7 Elizabeth St. during the contest period 
and winning photos will be posted on www.peptbo.ca

4. Judging: Members and guests at the PEPtBO Annual General Meeting,
Saturday, May 28, will judge the photos and 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be
awarded.                 photo by Bruce Parker

http://www.peptbo.ca
http://www.peptbo.ca
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More spring outings In May and June

Annual wildflower walk to Mountainview with 

Molly Mulloy dates to be announced:

Sunday  June 5 (or raindate June 6) an outing to the Moorhead property, wetland and island in Rednersville led by 
Sheila Kuja looking for spring wildflowers and by Heather Coffey looking at lichens. RSVP

photos by T.Sprague

Dutchman’s Breeches photo by B Dure# Dogtooth violet

photo J Foster



                                                                                                     PAGE   13

WEDNESDAY MAY 18 
7 pm at THE REGENT THEATRE in Picton

TICKETS at the DOOR: $15 adults / 18 years and under FREE

National Science Foundation

!"#!$%!&'!()*!(+,-)(%&'$!.%/0!(
+%1$2)%,&(,&(!2$)*333(2&.(,&!(+2&4-(-!2$'*

),(5&$26!0(%)-(+7-)!$%!-

82(9:;<(<=>:(4%?@=;?;(AB?:C4(;@D:?EF9:G
)H:()B9B?EB(-)2$

82(+FCE(-::G
-:;EE<:()=I:C

8-EF??=?JG
,EE;K;('=E=L:?

8!?J9BCC=?JG
M;CH=?JEB?(#BCE &:K(7B9N()=I:C

PECFN
[Prince Edward County 
Field Naturalists] 
proudly presents

A 
fundraiser 
event for 

SAVE THE 
SOUTH 
SHORE

Another exciting and 
fascinating PECFN 
film Fundraiser for 
the Save the South 
Shore Appeal.

Award winning 2012 

Canadian 

documentary 

starring Gorden 

Pinsent narrated by 

Megan Follows 

telling the story of 

the decades long 

discovery of the 

overwintering site 

of the Monarch 

butterflies in 

Mexico.
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  Spring Riverwalk
 
 Mark your calendars now for the spring edition 

of River Walk: Join us Saturday May 21 at 10 
am for a pleasant guided walk through the 
beautiful meadow lands surrounding the river 
and waterfalls at 745 Crowes Rd. Milford. !
Refreshments will be served. !Admission by 
donation to the South Shore Appeal Fund. 
Information and to 
register:!wwwsavethesouthshore.org

Another exciting 
fun-filled PECFN 
fund raiser

Saturday May 21 at 10 am

http://www.savethesouthshore.org/
http://www.savethesouthshore.org/


                                                                                                                                                  PAGE 15!

Prince Edward County is soon to have its first Native Plant Sale. 
Over 500 plants have been ordered from  native plant nurseries. 
Many have been donated to the field naturalists by Peter Fuller of 
Fuller Rare and Native plants. Saturday, May 28th is the day to 
mark on your calendar. If you want to add native plants to your 
garden or create a special pollinator garden, then you will be able to 
find what you need at the plant sale. There will be both woodland 
plants and plants  for sunny sites. Be sure to get some butterfly 
milkweed to help out the monarch butterflies.  The plant sale is a 
fundraiser for PECFN and we hope it will be a big success.
So save May 28th for the plant sale and make your way down to 
Macaulay Mountain Conservation Area beside Birdhouse City to 
get your plants.

Aster/photo/ /BDurell

Dogtooth violet 
photo/ BDurell

wild columbine photo/Terry Sprague

" " PECFN Native Plant Sale.
" " Saturday, May 28th 
Macaulay Mountain Conservation Area beside Birdhouse City 
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When Terry Sprague sold the family farm in 1976, he entertained 
thoughts of driving a tour bus for a living. However, a chance 
meeting with the late Jack Christie of Glenora Fisheries set him 
off on a different course. He began a career of working with 
wildlife, ultimately becoming a park naturalist and enjoying 
almost 40 years of interpreting nature through hikes, eventually 
developing an outdoor program for Quinte Conservation

 During that time, he has been the pied piper of nature from 
Kingston, west to Cobourg, has done indoor presentations, 
workshops, seminars, boat tours, kayak tours, aerial tours, and 
even tried caving. He did realize his earlier dream though of 
being involved with tour buses, but now as a step on guide for 
local bus companies. As he reflects on his career, he has 
amassed an enormous collection of stories and misadventures, 
some of which he will share with you in this presentation. 
 

Fifty Years A Naturalist:
 Terry Sprague

PECFN’s May 31 AGM speaker

Bloomfield Town Hall 7pm
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Minutes of the Executive Meeting
Prince Edward County Field Naturalists

Picton Library
March!2, 2016, noon-2:00 p.m.

Present:  Sue Banks, Elizabeth Cowan, Sandra Dowds, Gerry Jenkison, Sheena Kennedy, Sheila Kuja, Agneta 
Sand, Myrna Wood

Regrets:  Amy Bodman

1.  Approval of the Agenda
     The agenda was approved as presented.

2.  Status Reports

(A) Membership
We have 72 paid-up members and 46 who are on the books but haven’t paid their 2016 dues yet.

(B) Treasurer
The following balances were reported:

PECFN:  $3,413.01
OPAF:  $2,814.50
PayPal:  $616.29

(C) Programs
Outdoor programs
April!2:  spring waterfowl count
April!17:  OFO outing in the County, led by Mike Burrell
May!14‑22 Birding Festival 
May 20:  9:00!a.m.: PECFN Hubbs Creek wetland walk with Mike Burrell;   8:00!p.m.:  Festival 
evening bird walk at Marketplace parking lot for Swifts, IBA for Whip-poor-wills, Glenwood 
Cemetery for Screech owls
June!25‑26:  BioBlitz at Little Bluff Conservation Area

Amy has contacted the Willow Beach Naturalists about an outing to Peter’s Woods on May!10.  Molly 
Mulloy will lead a walk at Mountain View in May.  Sandra will look into a walk through the 
Morehead family property on Rednersville Road, possibly in early June; Sheila could act as our expert 
on plants and trees.

Indoor programs
March!29:  Sue Banks — Wildflowers in the County, including their medicinal uses.  Myrna will make 
a poster and Sue will arrive at 6:15 to set up.
April!26:  George Reid — Aboriginal History in the County.  Amy has confirmed with him.
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May!31:  Terry Sprague — Fifty Years a Naturalist

Suggested speakers for the season starting next September include David Bree (Madagascar) – 
Sandra will contact; Chris Reed (grasslands) – Amy will contact; Heather Coffey (lichens) -- Sheila 
will contact; and Gavin North (bees).  Sheila will also contact John Riley, author of The Once and 
Future Lakes.
Sept 27
Oct 25
Nov 29
Jan 31, 2017
Feb 28
Mar 28
Apr 25
May 30

(D) Fundraising Committee
The menu for the annual PECFN dinner (April!23) has been changed to reflect a Spanish theme:  
Chef Michael Hoy will prepare tapas and Ian Hanna will provide Spanish wines for a wine tasting.  
There will be a few tables, but mostly people will circulate.  Possibilities such as a wine auction and 
Spanish music were discussed.

Kato Wake has created a poster for the screening of the film Flight of the Butterflies (May!18).  Paul 
Catling will be able to attend.  Gerry and Amy will plan a program with Paul and Don Davis.  A 
short film will be shown on milkweed.  Cheryl Anderson will organize a Monarch March of children 
in butterfly costumes from the Library to the Regent.

Sue has put a notice about the native plant sale (May!28) in the North American Native Plant Society 
journal and will make a poster for the sale.  She will also speak to Quinte Conservation about using 
their noticeboard.  Pictures of the mature plants should be put up next to the seedlings, so Gerry will 
format the pictures appropriately and Sheena will run them off on her colour printer.  Sue will ask 
Cheryl for sandwich boards.  Myrna will ask Robin Lunn about setting up her pollinator information 
table.

Diana Beresford Kroeger’s agent has called about the possibility of screening Ten Trees That Can Save 
the World as a fundraiser in August or September.  The documentary The Messenger is being screened 
in Belleville this Friday.  We will consider showing it during the fall Migration Matters; Gerry will 
investigate the costs of the United or Presbyterian churches.

Fundraising ideas are needed for the joint legal fund.  Sheena pointed out that it shouldn’t always be 
the members of the executive planning projects:  the membership needs to be involved.

(E) Ostrander Point and Tribunal:
Cheryl and Borys would be grateful for relevant material they could include on the website.  We will 
write articles about each event planned.
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CCSAGE is holding its AGM on March!13 at the Waring House, and we have been asked to speak 
about the progress of PECFN’s legal battle.

 (F) Official Plan Review
The revised draft Review is scheduled to be posted on the County website on April!14, with a special 
Council meeting to follow on April!28 at 7:00!p.m.

(G) BioBlitz
June 25-6 Little Bluff.  Sheila will contact leaders, get the committees together and confer with Cheryl 
on submitting applications for grants.  She is looking into the prospects for a private property for 
next year.
Sheila will apply for a Biodiversity Day grant for the Bioblitz.
 

(H) Birding Festival (May 14-22)
International Migratory Bird Day is May!14 this year, which is also the centennial of the signing of 
the original Migratory Bird Treaty and the opening of the Birding Festival.

Biodiversity Day is May!22.  Sheila suggested we mark it with a tour from Point!Petre to the Bird 
Observatory.  Local politicians should be invited, an article should appear in the Gazette, and we will 
ask Terry Sprague and Dick Bird to talk to participants.  Myrna will write a plan for the day.

The Great Canadian Birdathon, which until last year was known as the Baillie Birdathon, takes place 
in May.

(I) Ontario Nature
The spring meeting of the Eastern Region will be held at the Bloomfield Town Hall on April!2.  We 
will be at the hall at 9:00!a.m. to set up tables and start coffee in the 50 cup pot.  Sandra will bring 
small coffee urn for the morning.  Visitors will bring their own lunches.  Sheena will bring a tray of 
raw veg & some dip; Sue will bring muffins; Myrna will bring carrot cake; Gerry will bring water.  
We will offer an afternoon walk to the Wellington Harbour and the Millennium Trail.

 (J) Millennium Trail
Amy has written a draft deputation to Council for the Trail Committee.  Barry Davidson has 
supported it.  The cycling club, which attained the grant for resurfacing the Trail, is expected to 
support the draft as well.  We don’t know the reaction of the ATVers and snowmobilers.  We will plan 
to attend the Committee of the Whole on March!24.

(K) Monarch gardens
Myrna clarified the public education idea of the gardens project.  Sue and Gerry will make short 
presentations to the Milford Recreation Committee meeting on March!10.

(L) Newsletter – deadline March!23
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3.  New Business
(i)  The Horticultural Society is holding its annual Garden Show on June!11 at the Crystal Palace 
and has invited PECFN to set up an information table in the Bluebird Room.  Volunteers will be 
needed.

(ii)  It was suggested to ask the new Local Store to sell the Butterfly Guide, but they would want to 
take a cut, so we decided to decline.

(iii)  Emily Boone of PECI’s Environment Club is interested in PECFN and it agreed that we 
should send her the newsletter.  Club members could be invited to take part in the Biodiversity 
Day walk.  It was suggested that Lisa Richardson could be asked at the Ontario Nature regional 
meeting about youth groups.

(iv) Amy and Myrna will make a plan for making a filmed record of the South Shore starting in 
April.

4.  Next meeting
Tues., April!5, noon to 2:00, in the upstairs public room at the Picton Library.


